CHAPTER V
THE PERIOD OF ANGLO-FRENCH RIVALRY IN INDIA,
1740-1760
L THE FRESfCH INITIATIVE UNDER DUPLEIX, 1740-1755
SIMULTANEOUSLY with the conquest of Canada, Great Britain
had won, at the opposite edge of the world, a series of victories,
an earnest of others yet greater and more famous to come,
which were to affix to her Imperial crown the brightest of its
jewels.   The course of her contest with France for supremacy
in India, as in America, passes from initial incompetence and
disaster through effort and crisis to victory ; but whereas the
winning of New France was the result of a policy deliberately
adopted and consistently pursued by the British Government,
and of regular operations carried out by British soldiers and
sailors, the rise of British dominion in India affords the most
striking proof of the statement that we conquered our Empire
in a fit of absence of mind.   It is necessary to remember when
telling or reading of our Indian wars, that they were in the
beginning nothing but a series of private or semi-private
adventures, conducted by men on the spot, dependent almost
entirely on local forces and resources, in pursuit of purposes
primarily if not entirely commercial.   The great British trading
interests in the East of course exercised considerable influence
on the British Government of the day, even, as we shall see, to
the extent of securing from it ships and troops for the defence
of their commerce and property'; but the main burden of the
struggle with France for domination in India, which raged
unbroken for over twenty years, contemporaneously with, but
almost entirely independent of, the Austrian Succession and
the Seven Years' Wars, and the armed truce intervening
between them, was borne by levies locally raised, and paid,
officered by amateurs with little military experience, and
controlled from home by boards of civilian directors, whose
aims were mainly directed towards profit-making for them-
selves and their shareholders.
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